
Johnson High School 

AP United States History  
Summer Reading and Map Assignments 

Jill Burns  
(Jill.Burns@hayscisd.net) 

Summer Reading Google Classroom code: cm6n3eb 
 

Welcome juniors, to AP U.S. History (APUSH)!  I look forward to meeting you in August.  You might have enrolled in this course 
for a chance to earn college credit, but this course will also develop your analytical thinking skills and provide you with the 
insight, perspective, and knowledge you need to contribute to our democracy as an informed citizen.   
 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Part I: Summer Reading 
 

The study of history examines the methods and materials historians (and even some non-historians) 
use to construct the narrative of U.S. History.  Your summer reading assignment will introduce you 
to 1) the events of early U.S. History, 2) ways in which history can impact people living in the present, 
and 3) how a person’s point of view (POV) and/or purpose in creating a historical source might alter 
the way we remember our past.  The Essential Question (EQ) below will serve as the guiding theme 
for this reading assignment.    
 

Essential Question: 
What factors influence the development and recounting of a historical narrative? 

 

You will read excerpts from the following selections. The texts will be provided for you online. 

•  A Voyage Long and Strange by Tony Horwitz; 2008, non-fiction (Prologue: The Lost Century, pages 
1-7; Chapter 12: Jamestown, pages 326 – 369) 
• “Sugar,” an article from The New York Times Magazine’s The 1619 Project (The 1619 Project is a 
historical analysis of how slavery shaped American political, social, and economic institutions) 

As you read the assigned selections, annotate the text and answer the attached questions.  This must be 
completed in your own handwriting—no typed responses, please.  Your answers to these questions will 
be due on the first day of school.  At the end of our first full week of school, Friday, Aug. 28th, you will be 
expected to participate in a roundtable discussion that explores the content, the EQ, and themes of the 
selected readings.    

 

Part II: Maps of the United States 
 

As we investigate the themes and events of U.S. History throughout the school year, it is important to have a visual 
understanding of where these events take place in relation to each other.  You will label a political map and physical map 
of the U.S.  Each map will be due on the first day of school. 
 

Political Map 

• Label each state in black ink.  
• Label the capital city of each state 

in black ink.  
• Using map pencils, color each 

state. Do not color adjacent states 
the same color.  

• Label & indicate the District of 
Columbia with a star. 

• Locate and label Jamestown, VA 
• Locate and label Plymouth, MA 

Physical Map 
Label the following rivers. Indicate them 
by coloring them blue: 

• Brazos River 
• Colorado River 
• Columbia River 
• Mississippi River 
• Missouri River 
• Ohio River 
• Rio Grande  
• Snake River 

Label the following mountain ranges. 
Indicate them by shading them brown: 

• Appalachian Mountains  
• Cascade Range 
• Rocky Mountains  
• Sierra Nevada Mountains  

 
Label the following mountain peaks. 
Indicate them with a red triangle: 

Mt. McKinley • Mt. Rainier • Mt. 
Shasta • Cadillac Mountain • Mt. 
Whitney • Pike’s Peak



Name     
Class Pd.     

 
APUSH Summer Reading 

A Voyage Long and Strange  
by Tony Horwitz 

 

Essential Question: 
What factors influence the development and recounting of a historical narrative? 

Tony Horwitz’s history/travel book, A Voyage Long and Strange, chronicles the exploration of North America from 
Columbus to the arrival of Puritans in Plymouth in 1620.  Horwitz first explains how exploration influenced America 
in the 15th and 16th centuries, then discusses the effect of the history on modern society.  He provides first-hand 
information about each place as he travels to the locale of historical events. 
 
As you read the selection from A Voyage Long and Strange, annotate the text to enhance your understanding.  This 
can include highlighting a phrase or sentence and including a comment, circling a word that needs defining, posing 
a question when something is not fully understood, or writing a short summary of a key section.  Then, answer the 
questions below.  Use a separate page if needed. 
 
 
Prologue: The Lost Century (pages 1 – 7) 
 
1. What purpose does Tony Horwitz give for writing this book?   
 
 
 
 
2. Horwitz, who majored in history in college, admits to having a large gap in his historical knowledge of the 1500s in North America.  
Why do you think Americans tend to ignore this era of American history?  Do they ignore it by choice?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 12: Jamestown (pages 326 – 355, 361 – 369; optional – pages 355 - 361) 
3. Discuss the goals of the early Jamestown settlers and the immediate problems they encountered. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Discuss the impact of John Smith, Pocahontas, John Rolfe, and slavery on the development of the Jamestown settlement. 
 
 
 
 
  



5. In the context of Jamestown’s settlement, why might the story of John Smith be more appealing to some Americans than that of 
John Rolfe?  What does the “erasure” of Rolfe’s role from collective popular memory (and attempts by some to restore it) reveal to 
us about the historical process and a storyteller’s point of view? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Explain one way Jamestown’s past has affected the region that Horwitz visits in chapter 12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the class discussion on Aug. 28th, you will be required to ask and answer questions about the content and themes of the 
summer reading assignments.  Refer back to the Essential Question (EQ) and think about how the investigation presented in A 
Voyage Long and Strange provides one model for discovering history.  Create questions that explore various angles of the EQ and 
themes of the book. 
 

LEVEL 1 QUESTION: recall, has a definite correct/incorrect answer, based on the text you are reading 
 Example: “What was Cinderella’s slipper made of?” 
 

LEVEL 2 QUESTION: analysis, no one right/wrong answer, based on the text you are reading 
 Example: “Why were Cinderella’s stepsisters so mean to her?” 
 

LEVEL 3 QUESTION: synthesis, no one right/wrong answer, can be answered with the text but is not necessary 
 Example: “What does it mean to live happily ever after?” 

 

Write TWO Level 2 Questions about the text. 
7.   

   

8.   

   
 

Write TWO Level 3 Questions inspired by the text. 

9.   

   

10.   
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APUSH Summer Reading 

The 1619 Project: “Sugar” 
 

Essential Question: 
What factors influence the development and recounting of a historical narrative? 

 

The 1619 Project is an ongoing initiative from The New York Times Magazine that began in August 
2019, the 400th anniversary of the beginning of American slavery.  It aims to reframe the country’s 
history by placing the consequences of slavery and the contributions of black Americans at the very 
center of our national narrative. 

As you read the selection from the article, “Sugar,” annotate the text to enhance your 
understanding.  This can include highlighting a phrase or sentence and including a comment, circling 

a word that needs defining, posing a question when something is not fully understood, or writing a short summary of a key section.  
Then, answer the questions below.  Use a separate page if needed. 
 

Pre-Reading Questions 

1. How did you first learn about the history of slavery in the U.S.? What did you learn, and how was that 
information presented? 

 

 

 

 

2. What evidence do you see as the lasting legacy of slavery in the U.S.?   

 

 

 

 

3. What do you know about the contributions of black Americans to U.S. society, and where does that information 
come from? 

 

 

 

 



After Reading Questions 

4. How is sugar produced, and why was it cultivated in what became the U.S.?  

 

 

5. How has sugar production changed, and how have policies continued to limit who has access to the wealth 
earned from producing sugar? 

 

 

 

 

6. How do societal structures that developed to support the enslavement of black people in the U.S. and justify 
slavery influence modern laws, systems, or culture? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is national memory? How do we create it? How can we change it? 

 


